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SUBJECT :REQUEST FOR INFORMATION 
REF: TOKYO 0163 

1 . RE: THIRD PARA REFTEL, ESTIMATES OF FAO INTERGOVERNMENTAL 
GROUP ON MEAT DO NOT, REPEAT DO NOT, SUGGEST THAT FOREIGN 
SOURCES FOR MEAT WILL BE UNRELIABLE IN THE FUTURE. 

2. THE OCTOBER 1977 SUMMARY OF THE FAO MEAT DEMAND AND PRO- 
DUCTION PROJECTIONS TO 1985, WHICH WERE REVIEWED AT THE 
SEVENTH SESSION OF THE INTERGOVERNMENTAL COMMITTEE ON MEAT 
ON DECEMBER 5-9, INCLUDED NO COMPLETE SUPPLY-DEMAND 
ANALYSIS. WHILE THE SUMMARY INDICATED THAT MEAT PRODUCTION 
IS PROJECTED TO INCREASE 2.4 TO 3.0 PERCENT ANNUALLY TO 

1985, IT STATED ONLY THAT INCREASES IN DEMAND CAUSED BY 
HIGHER INCOMES MAY BE EXPECTED TO CONTINUE FOR SOMETIME, 
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ESPECIALLY IN THE LESS DEVELOPED COUNTRIES. FURTHERMORE, 

THE FAO ANALYSIS IS TENTATIVE AND SUBJECT TO REVISION AND 
WAS NOT ACCEPTED BY INTERGOVERNMENTAL COMMITTEE. THE COM- 
MITTEE QUESTIONED THE ASSUMPTIONS UPON WHICH THE ANALYSIS 
WAS BASED. 

3. IN DISCUSSIONS WITH AGRICULTURAL MINISTRY ON THIS 
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MATTER, YOU MAY WISH TO MAKE THE FOLLOWING POINTS: 

- WE UNDERSTAND THAT, BASED ON LATEST FAO ESTIMATES,THE 
MINISTRY IS CONCERNED ABOUT THE RELIABILITY OF FOREIGN 
SUPPLIERS FOR MEAT. 

- WE DO NOT BELIEVE SUCH CONCERN IS JUSTIFIED. 

- THE FAO ESTIMATES ARE TENTATIVE AND WERE NOT ACCEPTED 

BY THE FAO INTERGOVERNMENTAL COMMITTEE ON MEAT. MOREOVER, 

LONG-TERM PROJECTIONS OF THE WORLD MEAT SITUATION ARE 
EXTREMELY DIFFICULT TO MAKE AND ARE SUBJECT TO CON- 
SIDERABLE UNCERTAINTY DUE TO THE UNPREDICTABLE EFFECT OF 
EXOGENOUS VARIABLES ON THE MEAT CYCLE. 

- THE FACT THAT JAPAN'S MEAT QUOTAS HAVE CONSISTENTLY 
BEEN FULFILLED IS EVIDENCE THAT FOREIGN SUPPLIERS ARE 
RELIABLE. CHRISTOPHER 
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